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Guiding questions

• A: What kind of additional instruments should 
be introduced to  tackle persistent cross-
border obstacles?

• B: Should cooperation be  further incentivised 
including in  mainstream cohesion policy  
programmes? How?

• C: Should there be an enhanced  strategic 
framework through  joint strategies for 
addressing  transnational challenges  
(economic globalisation, climate  or 
demographic change)?
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EU instruments to tackle persistent cross-border obstacles
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The Interreg as the key EU instrument to mitigate cross-border 
obstacles
• Robust the Interreg in all strands both financially and strategically as the  main EU instrument to 

tackle persistent cross-border and transnational  obstacles and achieving European Territorial 
Integration and Cohesion
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Main cross-border barriers in the EU

Persisting border barriers in the EU
Source: author
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Build on the EU B-solutions Initiative

• Focus on reducing persistent border barriers with practical measures

TotalIVIIIIIIThematic Areas / Calls
33981241.Institutional Cooperation
2285632. Employment
1764613. Health (incl. emergency services)
1112714. Public) transport of passengers
301115. Multi-lingualism
202006. Evidence and data
201107. e-Government
9024233310Total
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European Transnational Public Transports Mechanism (ETPTM)

• Link Interreg with other EU initiatives (e.g., TEN) to boost financial capacity

Public transport permeability
Source: EC
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European Transnational Language Mechanism (ETLM)

• Making English an official language on public information in the EU

Presence of language barriers identified by respondents of the EU 
survey on Overcoming Obstacles in Border Regions (2015)
Source: author

Main family languages distribution in Europe 
Source: author
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European Transnational Mechanism (ETM)

• To reduce not only legal-administrative barrier but all sorts of persisting  transnational barriers 
across all EU territory and beyond if possible.
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From cross-border/transnational cooperation into cross-
border/transnational bottom-up planning
• Increasing financial capacity, longer-term strategic development vision and  multi-level strategic 

articulation and consideration of local/regional needs  (subsidiarity);

• Implement cross-border and transnational spatial planning on physical  accessibilities, river and 
sea-basin management;

• Favour medium towns and reduce territorial overlapping.



#EUinmyregion Group of high-level specialists on the future of Cohesion Policy

From cross-border/transnational cooperation into cross-
border/transnational bottom-up planning
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Should cooperation be further incentivized including in  
mainstream cohesion policy  programmes?
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Interreg at the Heart of EU Cohesion Policy

• Other EU Cohesion Policy programmes aiming at promoting territorial  development should be 
integrated in Interreg programmes, especially under  a financially enlarged Interreg-B as an 
intermediate step of a fully European Integrated Territory
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Interreg - A Goals
• Two concrete objectives are advanced for the Interreg-A VI:

1. Interreg Specific Objective (ISO) 1: A better Cooperation  
governance;
• To enhance the institutional capacity of public administrations,

• To resolve legal and administrative obstacles in border regions,

• To promote sustainable democracy,

• To strengthen mutual trust among citizens.

2. Interreg Specific Objective (ISO) 2: A safer and more secure  
Europe
• For actions in the fields of border crossing management,

• mobility and migration management, including the protection  and 
economic and social integration of third-country nationals.

• To support employment and labour market measures such as  
improving access to employment, encouraging life-long learning,  
promoting gender balance and fostering equal opportunities.
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Interreg at the Heart of EU Cohesion Policy

• Interreg-A Strategic Focus on Reducing border obstacles (Build on the EU B- solutions Initiative) –
European Territorial Integration and Mobilising the  territorial capital of border regions with an 
emphasis on and green  development and border cities – Towards Territorial Cohesion
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Interreg - A - Strategic orientation

• Reducing border obstacles (Build on the EU B-solutions Initiative by  focusing on legal-
administrative barriers on cross-border public transport and  language) – Towards European 
Territorial Integration.

• Mobilising the territorial capital of border regions with an emphasis on  green development and 
border cities – Towards Territorial Cohesion.

• Intervention areas: reduce the official area to border NUTS 3 and focus on  border areas delimited 
via concrete criteria (e.g., cross-border functional areas)  for each programme.

• Promote cross-border planning strategies via EGTCs or similar sound  governance entities.

• Promote the use of cross-border public services (health, education, cultural,  civil protection, 
public security, environment, labour market, spatial planning,  transport, sports)

• Funding: Increase the total allocation of funding within EU Cohesion Policy.  Funding distribution 
should be based on the criteria of development rather  than demography and be balanced on 
both sides of the border.
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Interreg - A - Strategic orientation
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Interreg C and D
Interreg-C

• Maintain strategic orientation and implementation process.

• Increase financial package.

• Favour the intercity cooperation between medium towns.

Interreg-D

• Requires further analysis to be subject to a position (a new strand just initiated)

Interreg-A, B, C and D

• Design phase: perform a regional sensibility analysis of each investment  priority

• Project selection and Implementation phase: place academic experts and civil  society organisations on 
steering and monitoring committees of the programmes

• Monitoring and Evaluation Phase: use sound territorial impact assessment  methodologies and 
collaborate with Eurostat to collect concrete cross-border  and transnational updated data, for instance 
on persistent cross-border barriers.
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Should there be an enhanced  strategic framework through  joint 
strategies for addressing  transnational challenges (economic 

globalisation, climate or demographic change)?
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Joint strategies for addressing transnational challenges
• Environmental management: implement the EU green deal via a transnational approach to 

explore renewable energy potentials, blue  development, forest management, sustainable 
transport and self-sufficient  cities in terms of energy, food production, water recycling and 
circular economy.



#EUinmyregion Group of high-level specialists on the future of Cohesion Policy

Joint strategies for addressing transnational challenges
• Demographic and urban management: favour the implementation of transnational polycentric 

urban networks of medium cities with complementary development domains (e.g. intra-city 
energy and food production)
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Joint strategies for addressing transnational challenges

• Physical Accessibility Management: favour the railway high-speed  transnational connections 
between all major EU cities and medium-towns.



#EUinmyregion Group of high-level specialists on the future of Cohesion Policy

Joint strategies for addressing transnational challenges

• Socioeconomic Management: favouring technological innovation networks namely in the 
domains of green and blue development
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Thanks for Watching

Eduardo.Medeiros@iscte-iul.pt
https://edumedblog.wordpress.com/about/
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